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Budget reduction plan announced
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
KU announced its budget reduction plan for the 2017 fiscal
year on Wednesday afternoon.
WKU will have to reduce the
budget by $6,039,200 for that year,
according to the Fiscal Year 2017
budget. There will be a 4.5 percent
tuition increase at WKU, pending
approval by the Council on Postsecondary Education, generating
approximately $8.3 million. The tuition increase will go toward paying
for a 3 percent salary increase over
the next 12 months for all full-time
employees, according to an email
from President Gary Ransdell.
The CPE capped WKU's tuition increase at 4.6 percent last week.
There will also be an allocated surcharge increase, adding up to approximately $600,000, to the central
budget for online courses.
However, areas of WKU will still
see losses and cuts. For example,
administrative reorganization will
occur in an effort to combat losses.
The Alive Center and the Institute
for Citizenship and Social Responsibility will be consolidated, saving
$151,000, according to the 2016-17
budget reduction plan.
Des Moines, Iowa, sophomore
Murphy Burke works in the ICSR office. She spoke of the changes to the
office and of ICSR’s importance to
her.
“I think social justice is important
because being a just servant of the
world is essential to me,” Burke said.
“Being socially just is essential for
every student.”
Ransdell spoke specifically of the

W

WKU plan
privatizes
202 staff
positions
BY JACOB DICK
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
WKU custodial, building services,
groundskeeping and waste management employees working on the
Bowling Green campus will be employed by a private company starting
in August to save money in the 201617 budget.
On Wednesday, university administration informed faculty and staff
that Sodexo, a private employment
management service, would be taking over as employer for an additional
202 WKU workers. The change is supposed to save $745,000 for the next fiscal year.
President Gary Ransdell mentioned
the employment change in an email
about the university’s budget plans
sent Wednesday afternoon.
“A particularly difficult but necessary
decision is to transfer our Building
Services and Grounds employees to
our private contract with Sodexo, just

SEE SODEXO PAGE A2

President Gary Ransdell and other WKU administrators address members of the media on Wednesday, April 27, regarding more than $6 million in budget cuts WKU will make over the next year. BRANDON CARTER/HERALD

As harsh as it may seem, not everything measures up to essential
student productivity, essential services for student productivity
and degree completion.”
President Gary Ransdell
consolidation of ICSR and the Alive
Center at the media briefing.
“As harsh as it may seem, not everything measures up to essential
student productivity, essential services for student productivity and
degree completion,” Ransdell said.

The Offices of Diversity and Inclusion and Enrollment Management
also face administrative reorganization, the extent of which is unclear
at this time.
Among other programs, Gatton
Academy, transit services, and six

track and field programs also face reductions. The academy will face 4.5
percent cuts totaling $221,700. Program reductions will cut $513,700
from the budget.

SEE BUDGET PLAN PAGE A2

4.5% tuition increase announced yesterday
2015-2016

2016-2017

$4,741

$4,956

Budget reduction plan contains tuition, salary increases
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
On Wednesday, WKU announced a
budget reduction plan that includes
an increase in tuition and a faculty
raise.
The budget reduction plan comes
in response to the state’s 4.5 percent
budget cuts for universities. The university’s announcement came a few
hours before Gov. Matt Bevin’s midnight deadline to finalize any line-item
vetoes and sign the state’s budget.
President Gary Ransdell said the plan
includes a 4.5 percent tuition increase;
however, this additional revenue will
not be used to cover the reductions
in budget. Instead, the money will be
used to increase full-time faculty salaries.

“We’ll use revenue from a 4.5 percent tuition increase and the equity
funding that was approved in the state
budget that has just been enacted to
fund the [salary] compensation variables,” Ransdell said.
A tuition increase of 4.5 percent
means tuition will increase by $215
per semester or $430 per year. Currently, WKU costs $9,482 per year for
full-time, resident, undergraduate students. With the tuition increase, this
cost will rise to about $9,912 per year.
Tuition increases are set by the
Council on Postsecondary Education.
For the 2016-2017 school year, the CPE
approved a 4.65 percent tuition increase or a $216 increase per semester
for WKU. This increase is lower than
the approved increases for any of the
other state universities.

WKU has only chosen to increase
tuition by 4.5 percent; however, this
increase must still be approved by the
CPE at its next meeting in Barbourville
on June 3.
The 4.5 percent increase will go towards the 3 percent faculty salary increase for the 2016-2017 fiscal year.
WKU’s equity funding, which was approved in the state budget, will also
cover the salary increase.
Ransdell said the 3 percent salary increase will occur in three phases of 1
percent increases.
The first 1 percent increase will take
effect on July 1. The second 1 percent
increase will begin on January 1, 2017,
with the third 1 percent increase effective July 1, 2017.

SEE TUITION PAGE A2
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Continued from FRONT

Cuts to the academy will result in a
loss of 12 spots for the 2017-2018 academic year.
There will also be several program
eliminations. Spouse tuition benefits
will be cut for fall 2016 as well as Student Legal Services and predoctoral internships in the Counseling and Testing Center. Total program eliminations
total $212,000.
Ransdell spoke of the process that he
said began in January when potential
budget cuts were announced.
“We began the process with our vice
presidents and deans to propose areas
within their respective divisions and
colleges and units that were important
but maybe not essential, and I know
that’s a delicate line of thought,” Ransdell said.
He said that from there, they shortened the list and eliminated programs
and units that were nonessential.
There will also be several shifts in
funding from permanent to one-time
or other sources that will result in cuts
of $2.3 million for several programs.

TUITION

Continued from FRONT

“I am committed to a 3 percent total increase; however, the phase-in is
necessary because the equity funds
that were approved in the state budget
will not be available until July 1, 2017,”
Ransdell said.
Ransdell said the equity funding will
cover most of the salary increases, but
the tuition increase will also cover a
portion of it.
“It has been some time since our
campus employees received a pay increase, and the equity funds are the

SODEXO

Continued from FRONT
as our private contract with Aramark
several years ago,” Ransdell said in an
email, referring to WKU’s food services.
“Exceptions will be made for those employees who are near retirement eligibility.”
Chief Facilities Officer Bryan Russell
confirmed at a media briefing Wednesday that 18 staff with 20 or more years of
employment would remain under WKU.
“It's not a requirement [for retirement],” Russell said. “We chose to do
this because of their years of dedication.”
Russell said staff would be given vacation and sick days while accruing
days with Sodexo based on their previ-
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These programs include Honors Development Grants and Honors Travel
Abroad Grants, faculty computer replacement and the transitional retirement program. One-time funding
means programs will be funded by
outside sources rather than the university budget.
Another change will be transferring
Building Services and groundskeeping employees to a private contract
with Sodexo. According to the budget
reduction plan, this will cut $745,000.
“All impacted employees will receive
an hourly pay increase, health benefits, vacation, and sick leave from Sodexo, and no one will lose his or her job
as a result of this action,” Ransdell said
in an email.
A campus forum with the Administrative Council and the department
of human resources is planned for
Thursday at 2:30 p.m. in the Downing Student Union auditorium to
discuss additional questions and
concerns.
“Budget cutting is a painful and difficult process, and unfortunately, we
have been faced with this nearly every
year for the last decade,” Ransdell said

in an email to faculty and staff. “I know
the campus is weary, as am I, of budget
cutting. Our priority has always been

to protect people, preserve academic
quality, and maintain student services,
and that continues to be my goal.”

primary means through which we will
achieve the full 3 percent,” Ransdell
said.
Despite the loss of revenue, Ransdell
said he will remain committed to a salary increase for all full-time faculty.
Earlier this year in February, the Student Government Association passed
a resolution in support of a faculty
and staff pay raise.
There
has
not been a significant faculty increase
in 9 years.
To have a balanced budget for the
2016-2017 fiscal year, WKU must cut
$6,039,200 from its budget. These cuts
are due to a reduction in state funding,

a decline in enrollment revenue and
a decline in investment income and
other miscellaneous revenue.
To make up for the reductions, the
university decided to consolidate, reduce or eliminate some programs.
Some funds will also be moved around
to compensate for the cuts.
Ann Mead, senior vice president for
the Division of Finance and Administration, said no academic programs
were cut.
“This does not eliminate degree programs and will not impact any student’s ability to complete their degree
in a timely manner,” Mead said.

Ransdell said there were also no
current faculty positions cut, though
some vacant faculty positions waiting
to be filled have been removed.
Tuition rates will not be used to cover
the deficit of more than $6 million. Instead, income from the increased rates
will be used for the salary increase,
fixed costs and a number of programmatic obligations.
“This tuition increase will enable us
to address faculty and staff compensation and improve student success, and
it ensures that we will continue to offer a strong return on student investment,” Ransdell said.

ous employment.
At the media briefing announcing
the university’s budget reduction plan,
Ransdell discussed some of the changes staff can expect in August.
“Each employee in our BSA workgroup and grounds employees will receive a dollar an hour raise,” Ransdell
said.
Russell said employees hired at the
starting rate of $9.26 would receive
that raise, and staff who were paid
more than that amount will have their
salaries adjusted with smaller raises.
Russell also said children of staff currently enrolled in the university will still
receive tuition discounts for attending
WKU. Staff will receive discounts until
2017.
According to a statement to employ-

ees from Russell and Brian Kuster, vice
president of the Division of Student
Affairs, this decision is linked to issues
the university faces after budget cuts.
“This very difficult decision is intended to address University-wide budget
pressures as well as an opportunity to
create an expanded, cost-effective and
mutually beneficial arrangement with
Sodexo,” according to the statement.
Areas within Facilities Management, Housing and Residence Life and
Downing Student Union would not be
impacted, according to the statement.
Employees at regional campuses will
also not be effected.
WKU has had a contract with Sodexo
for 20 years, and the contract will be
amended at the end of the fiscal year
to include additional staff.

In the statement released to staff,
employees were advised that they
must meet Sodexo’s terms of employment and that they can choose not to
accept employment under the private
company.
“What that really means is that all
employees today have a job when they
fill out an application with Sodexo,”
Russell said.
Randell said although their employment status is changing, staff are still a
part of the WKU family.
“They are going to have the same
uniforms; they aren’t going to have
something stamped on their head that
says ‘WKU employee’ or ‘Sodexo employee,’” Ransdell said. “We will embrace each and every one tomorrow
just as much as yesterday or today.”

just a few Notes from the new budget

reduction from current 2015-2016 budget

sodexo contract saves $745,000
moving all building services and grounds employees onto

ICSR and ALive center consolidation

will save the university

$151,000

MEANWHILE, SAVING $942,000

eliminating vacant faculty positions “STRATEGICALLY”

New York Times reporter, WKU alumna speaks to students
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
New York Times investigative reporter and WKU alumna Nikita Stewart was on
campus Monday and Tuesday
speaking to several journalism
classes and other attendees
as part of the John B. Gaines
Family Lecture Series.
Stewart currently works at
the New York Times as a social
services reporter. She spoke on
Monday night about the importance of local reporting in terms
of investigative journalism.
“If you are asking questions,
you are an investigative reporter,” Stewart said on Monday. “All stories are the beginnings of investigations. It
might not happen right away.”
Stewart moved to Bowling
Green from Texas before her
freshman year and attended
Warren Central High School.
She said she was already interested in journalism in high
school and worked for the
Bowling Green Daily News.
After graduating from WKU in
1994, Stewart went on to work
at the Courier-Journal in Louisville, the Washington Post
and the New York Times.
Stewart spoke of her time as
an investigative reporter at the
Washington Post, where she
uncovered corruption during

Nikita Stewart, 1994 WKU alumna and an Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority member from Bowling Green,
talks to students, faculty and the public about her experiences as an investigative reporter for the
New York Times in the Mass Media Auditorium on Monday, April 25. EBONY COX/HERALD
the 2010 mayoral campaign.
She said she began covering
Vince Gray’s campaign as a
routine beat story and eventually uncovered corrupt actions taken by Gray. Through
connections she had made in
Kentucky, Stewart was able to
find the records and sources
she needed.
“Investigative
reporting

generally doesn’t start from
scratch, and neither did my
career,” Stewart said. “This
business is small, and it’s only
getting smaller.”
During a question and answer session, students and
professors were able to ask
Stewart questions about her
career. Stewart again emphasized the importance of local

reporting in terms of news becoming more digitized.
“I strongly believe in local
journalism. I think people will
pay to see themselves and to
know that they are getting
news about the issues they
care about,” Stewart said.
Later, she added, “I strongly
believe that the industry is not
looking at local reporting as

the savior it could be.”
Students asked Stewart
about some of the stories she
worked on and which were
her favorites.
“My favorite story is the one
I’m working on now,” Stewart
said. “Whatever I’m working
on now, I’m in it, this is it, this is
going to be my favorite story.”
On Tuesday, Stewart spoke
to several journalism classes
about her career and offered
advice. She also spoke of the
transition she made from
Bowling Green to the New
York Times.
“There’s so many things that
are universal,” Stewart said.
“Other than, like, we have a
train system and you all don’t,
there are so many things that
are the same.”
Alexandria Clark, Nashville
senior, asked Stewart about
any difficulties she faced as an
African-American woman in
journalism.
“I have walked out on
people,” Stewart said. “Usually they’ll call me back. I have
hung up on people before
concerning a racial issue.”
Stewart said her interest in
people keeps her interested
in journalism even in an area
some call the “misery beat.”
“I really enjoy talking to different people,” Stewart said.
“I’m having a ball right now.”
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Presidential Search Committee hosts student forum
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The Presidential Search
Committee hosted a student
forum on Wednesday afternoon to get feedback from
students about what they are
looking for in the next university president.
Students met with members
of the committee in Downing Student Union and were
asked to answer the following
questions: “What do you want
to see in the next university
president? What skills and experiences should they have?
What vision should they bring
to WKU?”
Phillip Bale, committee
chairman, opened the meeting, which was broadcast live
to WKU’s regional campuses.
Bale emphasized the importance of the search.
“All of us on the search committee, and in fact all of us
on the Board of Regents, recognize that the task we have
been given is probably the
most important task that any
of us will have in any of our individual lives outside of family
matters,” Bale said. “It certainly will be the most important
task that we fulfill as members
of the search committee and
members of the Board of Regents.”
SGA president and student
regent Jay Todd Richey read
SGA Resolution 2-16-S, which
outlines the qualities that SGA

felt were important for the next
university president. Included
in that resolution is a commitment to academics, a commitment to providing resources
to marginalized students, and
promotion of diversity at WKU.
The resolution also includes
clauses about the treatment of
the Jonesville community and
promotion of “a scholastic political community.”
“That is the official resolution that we passed outlining
what we believe is best for the
university moving forward,”
Richey said.
Students were able to ask the
committee questions and give
feedback about what they are
looking for in the next university president.
Cyrus Sadrinia, Somerset
senior, talked about WKU’s
growth and continuing vision
as being important for the
next president.
“I hope we find someone
who has the leadership and
the vision just the same that
Dr. Ransdell has,” Sadrinia
said. “I hope someone doesn’t
come in and try to just change
everything up and change
what our priorities are. I hope
we maintain the goal that
we’ve been going at because
the direction that we’ve been
going in is just phenomenal.”
Brandyn Atherton, Owensboro junior, brought up concerns about budgeting and
campus expansions. He said
he agreed with all of the reso-

Frederick Higdon, left, Jay Todd Richey, center, and Barbra Burch, right, answer questions during a
student forum held by the Presidential Search Committee at Downing Student Union Wednesday,
April 27. EBONY COX/HERALD
lution but had other issues he
wanted to bring to the committee’s attention.
“I think that renovation is
also a big thing,” Atherton
said. “Instead of just expansion and building new buildings more, we need to build
better.”
Atherton also brought up the
need for more abundant and
cleaner modes of transportation on campus and better use
of space in buildings on campus.
Taylor Stewart, Danville
sophomore, spoke of her involvement in Bible studies on

campus. She emphasized the
importance of keeping religious freedom on campus.
“A current trend that’s expanding across the country
is the ban of Bible studies on
university property,” Stewart
said. “Many students across
the country are not allowed
the luxury that we are here. As
an informed and concerned
student, I request that the 10th
president of Western Kentucky
University continue the religious freedom that Dr. Ransdell has put in place.”
Other topics brought up

were a continuing focus on
sustainability, valuing a liberal
arts education and providing resources that would help
struggling students.
Bale concluded the forum
by thanking the students for
coming and telling them their
input would be seriously considered by the committee.
Bale said that although this
was the smallest attended forum, it was the most interactive one to date.
“We take students at this university, which is the lifeblood
of it, very seriously,” Bale said.

Ball State student gives WKU sexual assault awareness report card
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
After receiving a request
from the WKU Forensics team,
Ball State University senior
Brianna Kirkham has given
WKU a sexual assault awareness report card based on her
own opinion and research.
Kirkham received the request to create a sexual assault awareness report card
for WKU from Ganer Newman
and Ben Pyle, two coaches for
WKU Forensics.
“[Kirkham] gave a persuasive speech at a forensics tournament critiquing some of the
sexual assault awareness programs on university campuses
across the country,” Newman,
the team’s director, said. “Part
of her advocacy was soliciting
emails for audience members
to learn more about their university's federal mandate programs.”
Newman said he reached
out to Kirkham despite the
fact that she is not a professional because he believes it
is important to understand
the resources provided by
WKU.
“It is important to note that
Brianna is not a professional,
nor is her assessment official
in any capacity whatsoever,”
Newman said. “However, it
is crucial to know as much
as we can about the mechanisms we have in place in
order to ensure our campus
is as safe as possible and to
provide the best resources
available.”
WKU received a D with a
score of 66 out of 100, the lowest score Kirkham said she has
given any university so far.
Kirkham ranked WKU’s
sexual assault awareness in
three categories: the presence

of a sexual assault education
or awareness program, victim
services and extracurricular
awareness programs and organizations.
Kirkham said in her opinion,
WKU was lacking in all three
areas, but she was particularly
concerned with the lack of a
separate victim support services office. Currently, WKU’s
sexual assault support services are a part of the Counseling
and Testing Center.
“Clumping [victim support
services] together with the
counseling center, it just isn’t
as effective,” Kirkham said. “It
just really does need to be a
separate office.”
Elizabeth Madariaga, sexual
assault services coordinator,
said many other universities
the size of WKU have a separate office, and WKU has tried
to start a separate program for
sexual assault victims.
“We have applied for grant
funding to start an interpersonal violence center on campus but have been unsuccessful at securing the funding at
this point,” Madariaga said.
Despite the absence of a
separate office, WKU still has
a number of resources for victims of sexual assault or rape.
Andrea Anderson, Title IX
coordinator, said any victims
of sexual assault can reach out
to the Office of Judicial Affairs
for help reporting an assault
or obtaining resources.
Anderson said in the past,
the office has helped students
change their class schedules
or obtain a different parking
pass if there is a chance the
victims will run into the perpetrators at those locations.
Other resources on the university’s campus include victim advocacy services and
counseling.

Kirkham said all her research
was based on information she
could find on the Internet with
most of the information coming from WKU’s 2015 Annual
Campus Safety and Security
Report.
While reading the report,
Kirkham said she came across
information about the Rape
Aggression Defense System,
which is a self-defense class
offered by campus police.
According to the Safety and
Security Report, R.A.D. is a
“program of realistic self-defense tactics and techniques
for women” that teaches techniques to reduce and avoid
rape.
Kirkham said the program,
which is offered by a number of universities across the
country, has received criticism
for victim blaming.
“It’s been under national
criticism because it puts basically all of the blame and
the responsibility on the victim,” Kirkham said. “It’s saying, ‘This is what you need to
do to not be raped,’ or, ‘This
is what you need to do to not
be assaulted,’ instead of telling
perpetrators not to sexually
assault anyone."
In the report card, Kirkham
listed a 2015 Jezebel article as
a source for criticism of the
program. The article’s author,
Susan Schorn, wrote that the
R.A.D. manual used in the
program “encapsulates the
stone-age approach to sexual
assault” that involves educating women about what not to
do as opposed to focusing on
educating perpetrators about
not committing assault.
At the time of publication,
campus police could not be
reached for comment about
the program.
Kirkham placed R.A.D. un-

der the category for education and awareness programs
mandated by the government. According to the Campus Sexual Violence Elimination Act, any postsecondary
education institution receiving Title IV money must offer
at least one education and
awareness program about
sexual violence. In her report, Kirkham counted R.A.D.
as the only education and
awareness program offered
by the university.
WKU, however, does offer another program that
Kirkham failed to mention.
The program, Green Dot, is
shown to all freshmen during
M.A.S.T.E.R.Plan.
According to WKU’s website,
Green Dot encourages “choices big and small that in the
end create a culture less tolerant of violence.”
Kirkham also said she
does not believe WKU offers enough extracurricular
events or programs aimed at
sexual assault awareness. In
her report card, Kirkham did
acknowledge Take Back the
Night, It’s On Us and Report It,
all programs at WKU designed
to decrease sexual violence;
however, she said she thinks
the university does not have
a sufficient number of educational programs.
“That’s not really educational, and it doesn’t really get the
people who don’t understand
what sexual assault is [or] who
don’t understand rape culture involved,” Kirkham said.
“It’s just really good people
applauding each other for
already knowing what they
know.”
Madariaga said she thinks
events such as Take Back the
Night and Walk a Mile in Her
Shoes, two events held dur-

ing Sexual Assault Awareness
Month in April, have a purpose.
“We do this to educate in
a multitude of ways to get
people talking about sexual
violence,” Madariaga said. “In
turn, this will shift rape culture, support victims and send
an intolerance message to
perpetrators.”
Kirkham said the shift towards blaming perpetrators
needs to be part of sexual assault awareness.
“It’s not a matter of telling
the victims what they should
do or how they should dress
or what time they need to
be back home or to not walk
alone at night or learning all
these self-defense training
tactics,” Kirkham said. “It’s the
perpetrator.”
Kirkham said she thinks
moving away from R.A.D. and
increasing on-campus awareness programs such as a peer
advocacy program, which Ball
State University has, will help
WKU improve its sexual assault awareness program.
Madariaga said she does
not know how WKU’s sexual
assault awareness program
compares to other universities.
“Perhaps I should know
more about other campuses’
programs, but I really focus on
here,” Madariaga said. “This
is our campus; this is our climate … What we have here
might not work somewhere
else, or vice versa.”
Ultimately, Madariaga said
she thinks WKU needs to focus more on what works best
for the university.
“We just try to focus on what
works here and how we can
move forward to focus on
WKU and our Hilltoppers,”
Madariaga said.

Helm Library to close for repairs over summer

BY EMMA COLLINS

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

Helm Library will be closed
over the summer for renovations starting May 16.
Daniel Peach, library facilities coordinator, said there are
two separate projects scheduled for renovations during
the summer break.
The first project will be the
replacement of the two air
handlers for the air conditioning system.
“They’re over 50 years old,
and they work. I mean, they’re
on right now,” Peach said. “But
they’re very old. I think they

don’t work up to where they
should be.”
Peach said last year the drip
pan in one of the air handlers
had to be replaced. As a result,
Helm was without air conditioning for a week.
“To avoid anything like
that happening in the future,
I think it’s better to replace
them,” Peach said.
Peach said it will be a large
process to replace the handlers because portions of the
roof will need to be cut out to
remove the machines from the
building. Due to the replacement of the air conditioning
system, Helm will be without

air conditioning for the entire
summer.
In addition to replacing the
air handlers, exterior repairs
will be made.
“Also planned is work on the
Helm decorative mosaics and
outside repairs around the
bridgeways and windows connecting Helm and Cravens,”
Connie Foster, the dean of
University Libraries, said.
Peach said the exterior masonry project is not as big of a
project as the replacement of
the air handlers.
“The masonry one isn’t that
big of a deal,” Peach said. “I
don’t think it’s going to inter-

fere with much of anything.”
Work on the exterior began
in mid-April; however, Foster
said no construction will take
place during exam week.
Foster said summer classes
and research projects will not
be negatively impacted by the
renovations.
“There should be no negative impact because we will retrieve research materials that
might be needed from Helm
like government documents,
print periodical articles and
microfilm,” Foster said.
Foster said those materials will be moved to Cravens
Graduate Center and Library

so students and faculty can
still access them while Helm is
closed.
The materials will not be
moved until the May 12 and 13
before spring commencement,
and the internal renovations
on Helm will begin on May 16.
The construction is expected
to be finished by mid-August
before the start of the fall semester.
Debbie Pace, project manager at Capital Construction,
said the state’s budget cuts will
not affect the construction.
Java City will also be closed
while the renovations take
place.
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OPINION

Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

CARTOON

Free Mason @masonbarnes14: Do
you really go to WKU if you haven't
gotten lost in FAC at least once? —
12:52 PM - 27 Apr 2016
Leo @_leo_12_: WKU's bells are the
best — 11:36 AM - 27 Apr 2016
Matt Robbins @MatthewRobbins:
The bells at Cherry Hall are ringing
"It Was A Very Good Year" by Frank
Sinatra. I'm gonna miss this place :(
#WKU — 9:19 AM - 27 Apr 2016
Evan Brown @EvanWKU: Meanwhile on the campus of WKU, two
skateboarders being pulled by a
moped. Yep, #GoTops — 4:50 PM 26 Apr 2016
Trent Potts @TrentPotts_16: I seriously cannot get over how beautiful this campus is mixed with how
good it feels outside right now
#wku — 4:46 PM - 26 Apr 2016

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Mr. Stewart,
Last week at a team meeting, 48 Hilltopper track athletes discovered our
program will soon face a 50 percent
budget cut. You were not present. Our
coaches informed us to protect us
from potential rumors. As athletic director, your job is to make important
athletic decisions and to own them.
Our coaches did your job that night.
You are a smart man, Mr. Stewart,
and good at your job. However, cutting
the school's most decorated program
by 50 percent isn't sensible. You know
that WKU cannot afford to eradicate
track because in order for NCAA universities to maintain Division 1 status,
they must house 16 teams. WKU has
16 teams, six of which are embodied
in our program. Track is the lifeblood
of your athletic department. Without
us, your job wouldn't exist on the D1
stage. We employ you. We provide for
you. Why not return the favor?
Technically, track is "non-revenuegenerating,” but we still cost less than
the main "moneymaking programs."
WKU's financial records indicate that
the 2013-2014 football and men's basketball teams produced a net loss of
$6,962,117. That year's track expenditures? $1,439,699.
What we contribute to WKU cannot
be fiscally quantified. Strong GPAs.
Volunteerism. International outreach. Conference championships.
All-Americans. Most importantly for
you, zero negative publicity. How will
cutting our resources in half help us
continue this standard of excellence?
As athletes, we understand sacrifice
and are willing to take a 4.5 percent
cut. However, 50 percent is unreasonable. Your "fast-break" mentality
has worked so far, but such haste can
produce turnovers. Don't let instant
gratification cloud your judgment.
Consider the future consequences of
this decision before you wring us dry.
Don't just string us along. Help us
thrive. Your mantra of "Be proactive,
don't settle" is admirable. Please live
it out.
Respectfully,
Katie Lever

note from the editor

On Wednesday, WKU announced
its plan to cut over $6 million
from the university budget.
In that announcement, it was
revealed that the track and field
program would face a cut of
$200,000, which is approximately
13% of its budget.

SALTED POPCORN

Boy meets jungle
‘The Jungle Book’ impresses with great acting, REALISTIC cgi

JACK
JOHNSON
SALTED
POPCORN: Have
you ever been
enjoying a movie,
and then you just
trail off about one
thing for the next
four minutes?
Imagine that,
but I'm writing it
down instead.

“The Jungle Book,” directed
by Jon Favreau, is the second
adaptation Disney has done
for Rudyard Kipling’s original
1894 book. However, this is the
first time it’s tackled a full CGI
approach to the tale. Luckily,
the studio does a fantastic job.
On a visual level, the film is
extremely entertaining. While
there aren’t many particularly
stunning shots, the movie’s
lifelike effects and realism are
very impressive.
Also impressive is Neel Sethi
as Mowgli, the protagonist of
the film. This actor is only 12.
Considering that the movie is
heavy on CGI, Neel killed it in
the acting department. The
quality of his performance
was actually surprising; at no
point did Mowgli’s character
become annoying or burdensome. The performance is
genuine, and you start to care

about the little guy as soon as
you meet him.
Let’s not leave out the other
performances, though. The
cast is phenomenal, and the
voice acting here is just as good
as Neel’s onscreen portrayal.
Most notable are Idris Elba as
the menacing Shere Khan, Lupita Nyong’o as Mowgli’s adoptive wolf mother Raksha, and
Ben Kingsley as Bagheera, who
serves as Mowgli’s mentor and
protector in the jungle. Every
single performance here is top
notch. One scene early in the
film involves a goodbye between Raksha and Mowgli that
legitimately put tears in my eyes.
There was an audible sadness in
Nyong’o’s voice that really drove
the scene home. Conversely,
every scene that features Shere
Khan is instantly 100 times more
menacing. Elba’s voice delivers
a sinister cadence to the villain

as motion capture techniques
paint a picture of an angry, embittered tiger.
And don’t forget Christopher
Walken; he plays King Louie, a
giant ape mob boss. It’s ridiculously cool. Hearing Walken sing
“I Wan’na Be Like You” is a treasure all its own.
Ultimately, I wish the movie
had run just a little longer. The
chemistry between characters is
already believable and organic,
but more focus and down time
could have pushed the film beyond great. For this reason, it
wouldn’t be a bad idea to familiarize yourself with the source
material.
“The Jungle Book” is sure to
leave you in a good mood. It’s a
little film with a lot of heart, and
I hope Disney goes on to make
more films like this. Can you
imagine how much money a CGI
“The Lion King” would make?

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
As the director of athletics, I take
great pride when our athletes succeed in their sport and in the classroom. During my tenure, 354 studentathletes have obtained their degrees,
WKU has captured 25 total conference
championships, and the athletic department staff, coaches and players
have devoted over 4,000 hours of community service. The depth of WKU's
success makes us one of the nation's
most successful all-around athletics
programs as the 25 conference championships have been won by 12 different sport programs.
Thus, anytime we have to endure
reductions in our budget, it is disappointing, challenging and frustrating.
And since I was named director of athletics in 2012, athletics has had close to
$4 million in reductions to our budget.
This is the result of the combination
of state budget cuts and an annual
decline in student fee revenue, which

is tied directly to enrollment. Managing and overcoming this has become
enormously challenging, and the days
of making easy cuts have long since
passed.
Due to the current campuswide budget cuts coupled with a decline in student fee revenue for the fifth consecutive year, athletics is now faced with a
number of tough decisions yet again.
One of those decisions is reducing the
budget for our track and cross-country
programs. The program currently has
a $1.5 million budget, the third largest
of our sport programs. Previous cuts
over the last four years have spared the
track program, unlike golf and tennis
and many of our administrative areas.
I share in the frustration of our track
team, and no one feels good about
these challenges.
I along with our administration are
working directly with the program to
attempt to make the best out of a dif-

ficult situation. We will be here to help
in any way we can.
Unlike cuts in previous years, this
time no sport program will be eliminated. While we will be funding them
at a lower level, our men’s and women’s cross-country, indoor track and
outdoor track programs will remain,
and we will continue to compete in
Conference USA. This budget process
has just begun, and any cuts will not
take effect until July 1, so any firm conclusions being drawn by anyone are
premature.
Certainly it is disappointing for me to
reduce the budget of a successful program, but we must balance our budget, and this is the manner in which
we need to do it. My hope is that better
days are ahead and we have a more favorable overall budget picture at some
point in the future.
Todd Stewart
Director of Athletics
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FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great
Escape Records & Comics. 2945 Scottsville Rd (near
Greenwood Mall) (270)782-8092

HELP WANTED
Aqualand Pools
Now hiring for full time and part time retail clerk and
outside service positions. Chemistry/Biology experience
helpful but not required. Fun atmosphere. Great Summer
job. Apply in person from 10-6 at Aqualand Pools
1260 Campbell Lane, Bowling Green, KY
Chandler Property Management is hiring for the
position of lawn care maintenance. Full time and part
time positions available. Starting pay range $10 per hour.
Benefits to include health and dental insurance, paid
vacations and holidays. Please apply in person at 908
Broadway Avenue M-F 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Corner Bakery Cafe is now hiring
cashiers, service assistants, & kitchen help!
A place where growth, better hours, and great potential is an
offer every day.

Apply in person anyday or
www.cornerbakerycafeapply.com
1951 Scottsville Road, Bowling Green, KY
The Corner Bakery Cafe is an equal opportunity employer.

Due to company growth, our general contracting company
is looking for an experienced, detail-oriented candidate to
¿OODQAssistant Project Manager position.
This position works closely with the lead Project Manager.
He/She will be responsible for project development
and management, and will assist in all phases of the
construction project. This includes reviewing plans and
VSHFL¿FDWLRQVSURYLGLQJVXSSRUWWRWKHVXEFRQWUDFWRUV
and on-site superintendent, maintaining project progress,
assuring project is within budget and on schedule, and
performing any other related tasks as assigned by the lead
Project Manager.
The candidate will preferably be a college graduate, and
have some experience in the construction industry. This
detail-oriented candidate must be very organized, have
the ability to multi-task and work on multiple projects
VLPXOWDQHRXVO\3UR¿FLHQF\LQ0LFURVRIW2I¿FHSURGXFWV
necessary; experience in AIA software a plus. Experience
in reading shop drawings and blueprints recommended.
This position is based in Louisville, KY. Some light travel
may be required. If interested, please send your resume to
info@redleeconstruction.com.

City of Bowling Green
POLICE CADET
Police Department
Provides a variety of support services to personnel of
the police department. Cadet duties include responding
to non-emergency calls for service; receptionist, parking
enforcement, speed trailer deployment, pawn ticket details,
substitute school crossing guard as well as assisting with
special events and major accidents. Requirements: Age
18+ Hours: 20 hours per week. Salary: $8.90/hr., plus sick
DQGYDFDWLRQEHQH¿WV
Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/
hr/jobs or at the computers in the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling
Green. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and Drug-Free Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads,
especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College
Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

START

Across
1 Garbage
6 Ziploc bag
feature
10 Catcher’s glove
14 “Slumdog
Millionaire”
country
15 Electrically
flexible
16 Not-so-nice
smell
17 C-E-G triad,
e.g.
19 Bandleader
Arnaz
20 Certain
Himalayan
21 __ Corps
22 High dudgeon
25 20th-century
Greek-American
soprano
27 Singer
Etheridge
29 Little fruit pie
30 Prayer ender
31 Commercial
suffix with Sun
and Star
32 __ Angeles
35 Asian language
spoken by nearly a
billion people
40 Place for a
mani-pedi
41 Trent of politics
42 Make a soufflé
43 Accompanied

by
44 “Get lost!”
47 Aladdin’s
transport
51 FDR agency
52 Make up (for)
53 Orange veggie
55 Allow to
borrow
56 Rochester
medical center
60 Starbucks tea
brand
61 Unknown
author: Abbr.
62 Toastmaster,
and a homophonic
hint to this puzzle’s
five longest
answers
63 Load in a hold
64 Nine-digit IDs
65 Uncool group
Down
1 Buzz Lightyear
voice actor __
Allen
2 Genetic material
3 Wd. modifying a
noun
4 Priory of __:
“The Da Vinci
Code” conspirators
5 Women-only
residences
6 Nearly one-third
of Africa
7 Often harmful

bacteria
8 Sea between
Italy and Albania
9 Calculator image,
for short
10 Ford made
only in black from
1914-1925
11 Perfect
12 Puccini opera
13 Makes an effort
18 IRS pros
21 Trilogy’s first
section
22 Mosque leaders
23 Chart anew
24 Kagan of the
Supreme Court
26 Bills and coins
28 Not Rep. or
Dem.
31 Only chess
piece that can jump
others: Abbr.
32 Hear (of)
33 Schindler of
“Schindler’s List”
34 “Ta-ta”
36 “Through
the LookingGlass” girl
37 Univ.
military org.
38 Cornell
University
townies
39 “The
Blacklist”
network

SUDOKU

43 Place for a pane
44 Cooks’ splatter
protectors
45 Sable
automaker, briefly
46 Pilfered
47 Fountain treats
48 Really got to
49 Purple-blue
Muppet with a
hooked nose
50 Silky synthetic
54 “Person of the
Year” magazine
56 Bell and Barker
57 ATM maker
58 Mil. roadside
hazard
59 These, in
France
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Layne Cuautle (22) stretches with her teammates before a roller derby match against the Greenville Derby Dames on April 2. "After seeing the movie 'Whip It,’ I always
wanted to be involved in roller derby," Cuautle said.

fast layne
story and photos by jennifer king

L

ABOVE: Cuautle skates the track at the
Skate Center off of Three Springs Road
in Bowling Green to warm up before a
match on April 2. "Before derby, I was
dealing with depression," Cuautle said.
"Then I met all these amazing women,
and I felt awesome.”
RIGHT: Cuautle, third from left, jokes
with her coworkers before clocking
out at Men's Wearhouse on April 3. "I
am very interested in fashion," Cuautle
said. "I want to make affordable, androgynous clothing. I'm hoping to get
more experience through tailoring at
work."

Cuautle relaxes in her apartment in Bowling Green. "This is my favorite spot," she
said. "I can just chill and be me."

ayne Cuautle, 22,
of Bowling Green
doesn’t give much
consideration to what
others think about the
life she leads. The fashion enthusiast and
rookie roller derby competitor has surrounded
herself with things she
loves to do and people
who encourage her to
do them.
“I’ve always been an
introvert, but I can portray an extrovert really
well,” Cuautle said. “I
give trust to select people, and they help me
maintain myself and let
me know I can do things
that I want to do and be
all the things I want to
be.”

Cuautle learns how to sew a zipper during a night class through the University
of Kentucky campus extension in Bowling Green on April 4. Cuautle has devoted
much of her time to creating her own fashion line. "I'm very much in the beginning
stages," she said.
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» Shake Rag: A group of students have put together a fundraiser
for the African American Museum of Bowling Green. Read more on
B2.

Greeks kick
off beneﬁt
concert on
Friday
BY BRITTINY MOORE
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
6.4.3. Sports Bar and Grill will be immersed in the culture of country music tonight as a collaboration between
the Sigma Nu fraternity and the Alpha
Omicron Pi sorority kicks off “Bluegrass Beachin,” a philanthropy benefit
concert beginning at 7:30 p.m.
“Bluegrass Beachin,” a concert sponsored by the Campus Activities Board,
WKU Parent Advisory Council and
Simply Mulch, is hosted to benefit the
Make a Wish Foundation, the Arthritis
Foundation and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
“It will be a great thing for the whole
community,” Sigma Nu junior Michael
Gonzales from Franklin, Tennessee,
said. “Everyone can have a great time
while benefiting a great cause.”
This year marks the first annual
“Bluegrass Beachin” concert, an event
AOPi President Lauren Gerkins of
Bowling Green said is the first of its
kind.
“This is something Western hasn’t
had before,” Gerkins said, “something
that anyone Greek hasn’t done before,
either.”
The concert will feature a performance by Nashville country musician John King with an opening performance by up and coming country
musician Peyton Chase McDaniel.
King has opened for other country
artists, such as Rascal Flatts and Florida Georgia Line, and travels to different schools performing concerts.
“There will be really great energy
and a fun entertainer,” Gonzales said.
“[King] is a newer country vibe … frat
boy country is what it’s called.”
Tickets are sold presale and at the
door to all members of the Bowling
Green community.

SEE BLUEGRASS BEACHIN'
PAGE B2

Members of the Crossland Community Church worship band Lacey Brown, left, and Justin Rivers right, play at “Unified Worship Night” at the Colonnade Monday, April 25. All campus ministries came together for a night of worship outside.
JAKE HURDT/HERALD

ONE BODY

Campus ministries unite for worship
BY KJ HALL
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
More than 220 students from at least
eight different campus ministries
gathered in the Colonnades Monday
night to come together in worship.
WKU’s “Unified Worship Night” was
the result of collaboration among student leaders, campus ministers and
Student Activities and Organizations

who had been preparing for the event
since fall 2015.
Henderson junior Zach Jones, a
member of the Chi Alpha campus
ministry, said the goal of this event
was to bring believers on campus together to glorify Jesus as one body of
Christ.
“We believe that when we come together to worship, it’s a testimony of
what heaven will look like — where

denominations don’t matter and our
gaze is fully set on Christ,” he said.
He said that as the sun began to set,
excitement among attendees was palpable.
Bowling Green junior Mary Anne
Fox and Nashville junior Gina Hatchett welcomed everyone to “Unified
Worship Night” and prayed for the
event before it began.

SEE WORSHIP PAGE B2

IJM chapter finishing first year back on campus
BY MADISON MARTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
The nonprofit organization
International Justice Mission
has re-established its presence on WKU’s campus.
The Christian international
organization endeavors to
work within vulnerable communities plagued by problems like human trafficking,
slavery and unethical working
conditions. WKU’s IJM campus chapter, finishing its first
full year after being revived
last fall, has focused on raising
more awareness of the global
exploitation of those who live
in poverty.
Louisville senior Kelsey
Dudding, president of the
chapter, said she didn’t start
learning about human trafficking until she attended a
Passion conference in Atlanta
her freshman year.
After hearing the stories of
those who had been exploited within their communities
or ignored by their country’s
justice system, Dudding’s perspective changed irreversibly.
“Once you know, you can’t
go back …

Once you know, it affects you
every day,” Dudding said. “It
completely wrecked me.”
WKU’s first IJM chapter was
established during Dudding’s
freshman year but fizzled out
when the leadership team
graduated.
After some friends who were
interested in reviving the chapter collaborated, IJM became
an official organization once
more and kicked off last fall.
Dudding said the chapter
focused this year on education and raising awareness.
The group’s events included
screening a documentary on
human trafficking and fundraising through a consignment sale.
On April 12 and April 13,
chapter members took to
Centennial Mall for the 27Hour Stand for Freedom, an
event that targets relief for
people who are enslaved or
trafficked.
“It was just giving up a day
for their every day,” Corbin junior Megan Cole, the chapter’s
vice president, said. “It was
27 hours for the estimated 27
million people in modern-day
slavery and human trafficking.”
The stand began at

Members of WKU’s International Justice Mission chapter display signs in Centennial Mall for the 27Hour Stand for Freedom, an event that targets relief for people who are enslaved or trafficked, on
April 13. PHOTO SUBMITTED BY MEGAN COLE
8 a.m. Tuesday morning and
ended at 11 a.m. the following Wednesday. Members and
friends spent increments of
time at the standup as they
played games like corn hole
and Frisbee. Onlookers could
ask about the demonstration
and posted signs and sign the

petition for the End Modern
Slavery Initiative Act.
“If [the act] were to be
passed, it would unite global
leaders and give them this
model. It’s like an end slavery
model for them to implement
within their workplaces
and communities,” Cole

said. “Since injustices look different all over the world, [the
model] could look anything
like ensuring safety and health
regulations or ensuring a minimum wage like a living wage
… and not hiring children to
work.”

SEE IJM PAGE B2

ONE TICKET. TEN KIOSKS.

#HERALDBLACKBOX
Find the newspaper with the red envelope in one of the ten kiosks around
campus and win a $25 gift card to Lost River Pizza.
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AAMBG fundraiser Saturday
BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Students, faculty and community
members will come together this
weekend in a fundraising event to
open the doors of the African American Museum of Bowling Green.
The fundraiser will take place Saturday from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Faculty House. There is a $20 entrance fee,
and registration begins at 5:30 p.m.
The idea for the fundraiser began in
associate professor of folk studies Timothy Evans’ Folk 330 Cultural Connections and Diversity class.
Shelbyville sophomore Courtney
Thompson said the class is divided
into groups, each of which has been
working with a nonprofit organization
in Bowling Green throughout the semester.
Thompson’s group, who chose to
work with the AAMBG, applied for and
received a grant through $100 Solution,
a project that gives students the opportunity to use $100 to address a community need.
“They’ve been trying to open for
about 20 years or so,” Thompson said.
“Through meeting with [the AAMBG],
we established that their need was
money to help them open their doors.”
Hartford junior Kelsey Leisure, one
of the students working on the project with the AAMBG, said the idea for
a dance-a-thon fundraiser came to
her after hearing Maxine Ray, History
Committee chairwoman of the AAMBG, speak to the class about the museum and why it needed help.
“The African American Museum of
Bowling Green is striving to revive the
history of Bowling Green that is not
well known,” Leisure said. “The museum is a great asset to the Bowling
Green community, and they need all of
our support to be successful.”

WORSHIP

Continued from LIFE
Justin Rivers, who premiered on
Season 4 of the TV program “The
Voice,” is a member of the Crossland
Community Church band and took
the stage after Fox and Hatchett to
lead students in worship.
Voices filled the Colonnades as attendees, congregated on what used
to be the WKU football field, joined
their voices together and sang, “Let
every heart adore! Let every soul
awake! Almighty God of love, be welcomed in this place!” from the song
“Here for You” by Matt Redman.
There was an intermission after
about 35 minutes of worship in which
campus minister Tommy Johnson
with the Baptist Campus Ministry
gave a message of unity and presented the gospel before the second segment of worship proceeded.
“It was a really powerful moment
to see people from across the ministries coming together,” Alex Kennedy,
a coordinator in Student Activities,
said. Kennedy worked with members
from various ministries and helped
put everything together for the event.
Kennedy said students and ministers who spoke were intentional
about not introducing which ministry they were with because individual
ministries were not what the night

BLUEGRASS BEACHIN'
Continued from LIFE

“We’re excited to bring an event to
Bowling Green that is open to not
only Western but to anyone,” Gonzales said.
Owensboro junior and Sigma Nu
member Austin Smith said the event
was made inclusive in hopes of
strengthening bonds among members of the university and Bowling
Green communities.
“This is something that can bring
WKU and Bowling Green community
together to raise money for a great

IJM

Continued from LIFE
After a late-evening worship session,
Cole was among the final four students
who remained in Centennial Mall during the dark hours before dawn. Caffeinated and sleepless, Cole said the
event was a symbolic stand for those
who couldn’t stand for themselves.
“We are able to laugh and joke and go
home and be safe and rest and eat and
be fully nourished … we can choose
what we want to do,” Cole said. “That’s
a right that they don’t have.”
Dudding said she has faith that next

Thompson said the dance-a-thon
will incorporate the historical culture
of the Shake Rag and Jonesville communities, two historically black districts in Bowling Green that were broken up after the government forced
relocation.
“It’s a history that Bowling Green
has really kept quiet,” Thompson said.
“We’re trying to keep that alive and
bring awareness to the community.”
In addition to the Shake Rag and
Jonesville communities, Thompson
said the museum will focus on American black history as a whole, including
the national Civil Rights Movement.
The museum is currently working on
a project for a booth to be set up where
people can record their own stories,
Thompson said.
“It’s a live way of documenting what
people have experienced,” Thompson
said. “It’s really preserving history, and
people have a real contribution to it.”
Thompson said there will be music,
refreshments, dance competitions and
other games. WKU’s a cappella groups,
the Redshirts and Treblemakers, are
also scheduled to perform.
“All of the organizations that form
teams are going to be recognized on
a banner at the ribbon-cutting of the
museum,” Thompson said.
Thompson explained that an important part of the Shake Rag culture
is dancing, which she said will be celebrated on Saturday through dance
competitions honoring traditional
dances from the Shake Rag era.
“The event is important because it
gives everyone a chance to show their
support for an organization that is
trying to establish a connection with
some of Bowling Green’s forgotten culture,” Leisure said. “I have faith in the
museum to continue to inform the
community of the African-American
history and keep it alive.”

was about.
Instead, she said, the power and
love of Christ would reach across individual ministries to allow attendees
to celebrate Christ’s life and teachings together as a unified group.
“It was beautiful,” Minneapolis junior Wesley Slaughter said. “The joy
from seeing fellow believers worship
and unify together was indescribable.”
Slaughter and Jones are excited for
another event like this to happen
next semester.
Jones said the ministries’ collaboration was an incredible opportunity
for attendees to make Jesus known
to the campus since a large gathering out in the open is less feasible
through just one campus ministry.
Jones said he hoped participants
who attended the event accomplished three things:
“One, that their love for Jesus increased and that they gained a better
understanding of his love for them.
Two, that they got a picture of what
heaven will be like when denominations aren’t mentioned and only
the name of Jesus is exalted. And
three, that both students and ministers caught a vision of what this
could grow into as we keep planning
events,” he said.

cause,” Smith said.
Guest are encouraged to wear their
best Hawaiian shirts to take part in
the beach-themed concert. The event
will be hosted outside on sandlike
terrain, and free leis will be provided.
“Everyone associates country music with that beach feel,” Gerkins said.
Gonzales said the two Greek chapters plan to collaborate to host the
event every year.
“We want it to get bigger each year,”
Gonzales said. “We want to grow the
event and get a bigger location and
expand to gain more of the community interest.”

year’s members will further carry out
the chapter’s goals to raise awareness
and fundraise. Ultimately, she said, IJM
is fighting for the underdog.
“Our actions matter and our choices
matter, and just recognizing that … will
change your entire perspective on life,”
Dudding said. “We should fight for
people and fight for the future of other
people, and they matter just as much
as we do.”
To support the End Modern Slavery
Initiative Act, you can sign the petition
online at http://freedomcommons.
ijm.org/action-alert/end-modernslavery-initiative.
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Student to go overseas for missionary work
BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Studying abroad is something many
students at WKU are recommended
to do. What better way to spend your
summer than in another country earning college credit? Breaking away from
this norm, however, one student dared
to be different.
A schedule-free summer and connections with a church can land you
overseas if you’re like Louisville junior
Macy Lethco. Lethco will be spending
her summer assisting nonprofit organizations as they provide aid to refugees in Greece.
Lethco is fond of going with the flow.
She decided to take this eight-week
mission trip to Greece only within the
last month.
“This was just an opportunity I
couldn’t pass up because it was something I was passionate about,” Lethco
said.
Lethco has to raise $3,500 for the trip,
including the cost of plane tickets and
housing. So far, she has raised funds by
selling stickers and having an art sale.
In the next few weeks, she will have
a pancake fundraiser at the Baptist
Campus Ministry building on campus
as well as another fundraiser at Griff’s
Deli.
Lethco said getting the money for

this trip isn’t difficult because she has
a strong support base.
“I’ve been doing a lot of asking for
money,” Lethco said. “My friends have
just been donating money and buying
artwork.”
She said her passion for Jesus is one
of the main reasons she wants to go to
Greece and help refugees there.
“I’m passionate about showing God’s
love for people everywhere,” Lethco
said.
Lethco was in Europe when the
Paris attacks happened in November.
Though she wasn’t close to the incident, she said it weighed heavily on her
that people were being hurt.
“My heart had already been burdened for refugees, but that added to
it,” Lethco said. “I saw how quickly
people discriminated against Muslims
and how people wanted to leave and
couldn’t.”
On April 20, WNKY reported that 440
refugees will be locating to Bowling
Green over the course of a year.
“440 refugees will be coming to Bowling Green, 40 of which are Syrians, a
first ever for Bowling Green,” WNKY
reported.
Bowling Green Commissioner and
Mayor Pro Tem Melinda Hill, citing
security reasons, sent a release asking
that the International Center not allow
Syrian refugees.

Louisville junior Macy Lethco wears a scarf from her travels to Turkey in a classroom
in Gordon Wilson Hall on Wednesday, April 27. Lethco is embarking on a trip this
summer to volunteer with refugees coming through Turkey into Greece. GABRIEL
SCARLETT/HERALD
"The concern is that the federal government does not have a system in
place to vet the people coming in to
our country. We have no idea if they are
safe or not,” Hill said.
Lethco believes that inside Bowling
Green, residents can show love to others by making them feel welcome in
this community.

“People can do their part by letting
refugees feel welcome and know we
care about their safety,” Lethco said.
Lethco doesn’t know what exactly to
expect from the trip but anticipates
tears, appreciation and knowledge.
“I know it’ll be hard because I’ve
never worked with people who have
intense trauma and loss,” Lethco said.

Finals week is approaching, so buy that puppy
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Finals week is rapidly approaching. No, really — by
the time you’re reading this in
print, finals week will be seven
school days away.
Which means it’s time to
buckle yourself into the car
that is reality because it’s
about to take us on a wild ride
down the streets of panic-induced academia. I also offer
you, reader, an empathic pat
on the back because I’m right
there with you.
Yes, finals week is stressful,
and you can look up a slew
of articles from The Odyssey

Online to prove it. Go ahead
and look up “10 quirky ways to
reduce stress for finals” or “35
pictures of you during finals
week as told by fig trees who
just want to see the downfall of
capitalism.” If either of those
turn out to be real, I would not
be surprised.
I’m not here to give you
words of encouragement
about finals week or a provocative think piece about the
arguable pitfalls of contemporary universities — globalization or systemic racism, for
example — but I will offer you
the sweet respite of distraction.
I’m here to give you exactly
what you’ll be wanting in

roughly 20 minutes anyway:
other things to be doing.
Social media always lulls me
to its sweet tempestuous bosom as a temporary escape
from the harsh reality that is
shaping up to be these next
few weeks. If you’re going to be
scrolling through Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram or some
other destination, you may as
well do something really bold
to take your mind off it.
That political opinion you
have that might be too controversial to post? Go ahead.
Post it. Have your voice be
heard. Maybe it’ll encourage
thoughtful conversation or
deteriorate into a shouting
match — you know, like when

the aunt you haven’t talked to
since Christmas two years ago
decides to caps-lock you into
oblivion.
Remember the puppy you
saw in the pet store last week?
Go back there and buy that
puppy. No, buy all the puppies. Life is too short for you
not to be purchasing at least
one metric ton of puppies. I’m
unsure as to how many puppies that would actually be,
but we can all agree it’d be a
ludicrous amount of puppies.
Remember
when
you
thought to yourself, ‘Hey, every statue on campus would
look infinitely better with a top
hat’? I’m here to tell you you
were absolutely right; every

statue on this campus needs
— no, deserves — a top hat.
Henry Hardin Cherry’s regal
demeanor would be improved
tenfold if you added a top hat
on that beautiful bronze head.
Hopefully this has given you
a respite from the hellfire that
is the end of the semester. If it
hasn’t, you can’t say I promised you much to begin with.
Additionally, Party City sells
felt top hats for $9.99. Full disclosure: they seem a bit small,
so keep your options open.
Party City is located at 1865
Campbell Lane and is open
Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m.
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SOFTBALL

Doubleheader cut short due to bad weather
BY HUNTER FRINT
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
WKU softball traveled to
Murray Tuesday to play in a
nonconference doubleheader
that was cut in half because
of lightning storms in the surrounding area.
The first game began in the
afternoon at Racer Field, and
it was a short game for the
Lady Toppers after Murray
State swept the game 6-0.
WKU was held hitless for the
first five innings. The second
game had a beginning but was
cut very short after just one inning.
Maggie Glass and Madison
Culver from Murray State (1928) contributed to their team’s
victory with a three-run shot
and a two-RBI double respectively. The Racers notched
all six runs in the second and
sixth innings.
Murray State’s pitcher Mason Robinson held WKU (1625, 7-8 Conference USA) to
two hits the entire match, almost keeping it hitless until

the end.
The only hitting action for
the Lady Toppers was thanks
to freshman utility player
Bryce Holmgren’s single in the
top of the sixth and sophomore pitcher Hannah Parker’s
hit in the seventh.
Redshirt sophomore pitcher
Kelsey Jernigan (0-7) started
in the circle for WKU. Her time
on the field was mixed. Jernigan was credited with the loss
due to five earned runs she
gave up. At the same time,
however, she also broke a personal record.
Jernigan notched a career
best of six strikeouts in what
was also the first complete
game of her career.
The Lady Toppers will return
to Conference USA play this
weekend when they take a
road trip to Boca Raton, Florida.
The upcoming three-game
series against Florida Atlantic
University is a crucial conference match.
The FAU Owls won all five
matches they were in last
week and are ranked in the

Sophomore infielder Carleigh Chaumont (22) fires the ball to first base to retire a UK base runner during a 5-0 loss to the Wildcats on Wednesday, April 20, at the WKU Softball Complex. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
USA Softball Poll at No. 24.
The first two games of the
upcoming series will begin on
Saturday at 3 p.m. and then

5 p.m. with the final possible
series decider on Sunday at
noon.
Following this series, there

will be only three more games
until the Lady Toppers travel
to Denton, Texas, for the CUSA Championships.

TRACK AND FIELD

Hilltoppers prepare for last regular season meets
BY BAILEY TOWNSEND
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
Coming off a successful weekend at
the University of Louisville, the WKU
track and field team is ready to face its
next round of competitors.
The Hilltoppers will be in a total of
three meets over the weekend: the
Penn Relays, the Bellarmine Classic
and the Georgia Invitational.
First on WKU’s schedule will be the
Penn Relays, which will take place over
the course of three days in Philadelphia beginning on April 28.
This meet is the oldest and larg-

est track and field competition in the
United States and has been hosted annually since April 21, 1895.
Due to the meet’s large size and quality competition, this will be a great opportunity to see how the Hilltoppers
stand up against some of the best athletes in the nation. The meet will also
prepare WKU for the Conference USA
Championships coming up soon.
Next for the Tops will be the seventh
annual Bellarmine Classic in Louisville. This will take place on Saturday.
At the Centre Twilight meet this season, both Bellarmine’s men’s team and
women’s team broke multiple records

and placed in most events.
Lastly, the Hilltoppers will be competing in the Georgia Invitational at the University of Georgia in Athens on Saturday.
The Georgia Bulldogs will be a worthy opponent for the Toppers this
weekend. Georgia recently competed
in the Virginia Challenge, where it
posted a slew of solid performances.
Most of Georgia’s athletes performed
seasonal or personal bests at this meet
while also performing well on a national scale. Junior Kendell Williams
finished in the top two nationally in
the heptathlon. Meanwhile, senior
Maicel Ulibo has back-to-back NCAA

titles, and senior Ashinia Miller is currently ranked fourth in the nation.
While this opposing team has great
numbers, the Hilltoppers are ready to
take on the challenge. WKU’s program
also has nationally ranked athletes and
will have a great chance to come out
successfully against Georgia.
With the C-USA Championships approaching, all three of these meets will
give WKU team members a chance to
prepare and perform their best.
The Hilltoppers will begin their
weekend of competition at the Penn
Relays on Thursday and will continue
to compete until Saturday.
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WKU ATHLETICS

Continued from SPORTS

for dollar more than WKU.
Of the WKU athletic department’s
$30.2 million operating budget from
2014-2015, a staggering $19.5 million
was required in subsidy from WKU’s
general fund just to break even. Of
WKU’s athletics budget, 64.5 percent
comes from money not made through
athletics.
To put that in context, after the $19.5
million in subsidy from WKU, the next
highest subsidy in dollar amount belongs to Northern Kentucky University
at $11.4 million.
This trend isn’t getting any better,
either. WKU athletics’ dependence on
money is only growing.
During WKU’s last year in the Sun
Belt Conference from 2013 to 2014, the
program totaled an operating budget
of $27.7 million and required a $15.8
million subsidy — 56.9 percent of the
athletic program’s operating expense
— from WKU.
Now, three years later, the athletic
budget’s total expenditure has increased to $30.2 but requires a larger
64.5 percent subsidy of $19.5 million.
The Herald reached out to the athletics department for comment but did
not hear back from them at time of

BASEBALL

Continued from SPORTS

Lipscomb’s Lee Solomon hit one out
of the park in centerfield to put the
Bisons on the board.
Tevin Symonette followed with an
RBI single through the left side of the
field to tie the game. Finally, Allan
Hooker’s RBI groundout gave the Bisons a 3-2 lead after three innings.
Needing a spark, Murray delivered
again in the top of the sixth. With two
outs and a 0-2 count, Murray ripped a
two-run RBI single to score Kraft and
Scanlon and give the Toppers a 4-3 lead.
“Paul Murray was huge for us tonight,” Pawlowski continued. “With two
outs and 0-2 count, you couldn’t ask for

REECER'S PIECE
Continued from SPORTS

within the past few months.
So what exactly can Hilltopper fans
expect from this weekend-long draft?
For starters, expect no action on
Thursday night for any of these potential pros. There has been zero indication
that any of these athletes will be drafted
in the first round, so unless a miracle
happens, don’t get your hopes up.
Things will start to get interesting late
Friday night as the second and third
rounds kick off the weekend.
Sadly, I wouldn’t expect any of these
players to be drafted in the second
round either. The only player who had
an outside chance was Higbee, and
I seriously doubt any team will use a
second-round pick on someone with
an assault charge.
That leads us to the third round. This
is where Doughty will start to come
into play. Teams like Arizona and Dallas that need a solid backup quarterback to develop for the future will be
giving him a hard look starting here.
However, I am going to guess that
both Higbee and Doughty will not hear
their names called on Friday evening
due to teams staying away from their
small-school pedigree.
That prediction brings us to Satur-
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publication.
Joe Cobbs, sports economics and
marketing professor at NKU, believes
these subsidies from universities aren’t
simply colleges wasting money on athletics.
“One way these investments pay off
is just getting into the minds of high
school kids, especially when it comes
to to these bowl games and tournaments. If a school is making a profit off
their program, in many aspects that’s
just capitalizing on advertising,” Cobbs
said, referring specifically to NCAA
tournament runs made in the past decade by WKU, Murray State University
and Morehead State University.
“You have [high schooler students]
that begin to make their lists of where
they might go,” Cobbs said, “and a lot
of the time, the schools that end up on
these lists are schools that kids don’t
only recognize from TV, but that they
recognize as having a strong brand.”
Cobbs said while there isn’t a direct
correlation between the success of an
athletics program and the quality of
education offered at its university, the
two notions hypothetically go hand in
hand.
“Theoretically, you could bring in
better students. By raising the profile
of the university, you bring in more applications and ideally could be more

selective of who you accept,” Cobbs
said.
Yet this still begs the question of
where universities’ priorities lie when
they subsidize athletic programs. The
entire objective of higher education is
to educate the masses, not to create
the most profitable sports programs.
Other experts like Brian Goff, distinguished university professor of economics at WKU, see intercollegiate
athletics for what they are: professional-grade sports entertainment programs.
Goff’s office, filled with well over 30
years of his career, is impressive. A
bookshelf wraps around one side of
the professor’s office, which is nestled
in a corner on the second floor of Grise
Hall.
His books “The NCAA: A Study in
Cartel Behavior” (1992) and “From
the Ballfield to the Boardroom” (2006)
cover the economics of intercollegiate
athletics, a topic he writes about frequently as a contributor to The Sports
Economist and Forbes.
Goff flipped from tab to tab on his Internet browser, sifting through his own
articles relating to the NCAA’s economic impact on universities.
“Most of the system’s biggest critics
find that the finances are where the
problem lies,” Goff said. “That is sim-

ply not the case; the problem is within
the system.”
He suggests the solution isn’t just to
eliminate sports from higher education. There are far too many financial
interests at stake.
Goff does, however, question why
these programs don’t function financially independent of their parent universities.
“It is a not-for-profit world in terms
of running these programs, and when
an athletics department creates their
budget, they know it is in the best interest of their department to use those
funds; otherwise, they won’t be there
next time around,” he explained. “It
happens in athletics, and it happens
across all college departments, but no
other college department functions as
athletics does.”
Goff compares most mid-major and
Power Five programs to be on par with
professional sports franchises in terms
of economic scale and commercial opportunities.
“You have two worlds that have
merged. One where, if a team makes
200 million dollars, the players are
going to get 100 million of that,” Goff
said. “In college sports, athletes aren’t
even getting close to that no matter
how you add up scholarships and other benefits.”

anything more in that situation.”
Lipscomb threatened in the bottom
of the seventh. With two men on base
and two outs, Pawlowski called senior
pitcher John Harman to get the Toppers out of the jam.
The Carrollton, Georgia, native got
the groundout to send the game to the
eighth inning with the Toppers clinging to a one-run lead.
After the Toppers couldn’t deliver
from the plate, Harman struck out
three straight Bisons to send the game
to the final inning.
“I was really working on my breaking
ball and fastball combo,” Harman said
after the game in a postgame radio interview. “I felt very comfortable with
my changeup as well. I felt good in the

bullpen and was able to throw strikes.”
After the Toppers couldn’t deliver
from the plate, redshirt junior Jackson
Sowell came out looking to add to his
many saves this season. The Bowling
Green native retired three of the final
four Bisons to clinch the 4-3 victory.
“I thought Cody Coll, John Harman
and Jackson Sowell all did a great job
today,” Pawlowski said. “Other than
that one inning, Cody was great.”
Coll pitched 5.0 innings and got the
win to improve to 3-2 on the year while

Sowell got his eighth save of the year.
The win improves the Hilltoppers to
23-18 (9-9 C-USA) and drops the Bisons to 20-21(4-5 Atlantic Sun). WKU
welcomes Florida International University, currently 20-22 (7-11 C-USA),
for a three-game Conference USA series this weekend at Nick Denes Field.
“This win gives us a lot of confidence,” Harman said. “We have a big
weekend ahead. I hope we can use
this confidence to our advantage this
weekend.”

day, which will feature the fourth, fifth,
sixth and seventh rounds of the draft.
Things will brighten up Saturday for
the potential pro Hilltoppers.
I expect both Doughty and Higbee to
be drafted between the fourth and fifth
rounds.
Call me an optimist, but I have a
feeling that a team is going to take a
chance on Doughty within the first few
hours of Saturday’s portion of the draft.
Even with Higbee’s legal troubles,
I think a team will chance on him towards the end of the fifth round.
Next up should be Iworah, who could
go in the sixth round due to his talented showing at the NFLPA Collegiate
Bowl and his strong showing at WKU’s
pro day in March.
Fant and Dangerfield are wild cards. I
would not be surprised if a team takes
a chance on either one of them as high
as the sixth round. It’s also possible
they might not be drafted at all.
Either way, it’s not going to matter if
any of these five guys gets drafted or
not because all these players will be
picked up as free agents if not drafted.
These young men have put themselves in a position to have a shot at
their dreams of being a professional
athlete. However, it will be up to them
and their play to determine just how
long those dreams will last.
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Track budget
cuts finalized

dollar for dollar

BY JOHN REECER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
On Wednesday, President Gary
Ransdell announced WKU’s plans for
reducing the university’s budget given
the final actions taken by the Kentucky General Assembly on the 20162018 biennial budget.
Part of the announcement included
news that the WKU track and field
team’s six programs would collectively
be subjected to a $200,000 budget cut.
“Like the university, we tried to protect our core priorities,” Ransdell said.
“The athletic department, with the
challenge they were given to balance
the budget, tried to protect its core
priorities and made a difficult decision but a decision I support.”
This is a different budget cut than
what was previously reported by the
Herald last week, as multiple sources
indicated to the Herald that the program would be hit with a 50 percent
budget cut.
These sources included track and
field Head Coach Erik Jenkins and senior distance runner Aaron Stevens.
The Herald also reported that Jenkins told his players in a team meeting
on the night of April 19 that the team
would have half of its budget cut.
Craig Biggs, associate athletic director for facilities and administration,
told the Herald on Wednesday that the
program will face a 13 percent budget
cut while all other athletic programs
on campus will be faced with a 4.5 percent budget cut.
However, the 4.5 percent budget cut
that all other athletic programs will
take was not reported in the budget
reduction plan.

Documents show WKU subsidizes athletics at highest rate in Kentucky
University of Kentucky

total subsidy
$0

University of louisville

$7,139,281

85.7%*

western Kentucky university $19,493,007
Murray state university

6.8%

$10,518,808

eastern kentucky university $10,736,348

0%

northern kentucky university $11,360,594
morehead state university

$9,805,536

83.9%
64.5%

66.7%

73.7%

*circles represent subsidies as a percentage of total expenditures

kentucky university totals
$306,314,240

$301,759,592

$69,053,574

Total Revenue

Total expenditures

Total subsidy

$85,494,343 $84,976,116 $61,914,293

totals excluding university of louisville and University of kentucky
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BY JONAH PHILLIPS
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

NFL Draft
up next for
Hilltoppers

Recently released documents show
that WKU has increased its subsidy for
the athletics department for a second
consecutive year.
Each fiscal year, every NCAA athletics program with Division I status must file a financial report to the
NCAA detailing total operating ex-

BY JOHN REECER

penses, revenue and money received
through direct institutional support.
Subsidies are taken out of WKU’s
general fund — money otherwise
spent on endeavors such as raising
the quality of education WKU offers.
One big criticism against intercollegiate athletics is that these subsidies
pay for an athletics program with no
intrinsic academic or educational
benefit.

While the NCAA does not publish
individual reports from all 231 programs, the financial reports that are
published fall under public domain
and offer a sobering look at the cost of
intercollegiate athletics.
According to documents filed to the
NCAA from all seven universities in
Kentucky with Division I status, no
university subsidizes athletics dollar

SEE WKU ATHLETICS PAGE B5
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This weekend, hundreds of college
athletes will wait for their name to be
called at the 2016 NFL Draft held in
Chicago.
While this is usually an event WKU
athletics isn’t too involved with, this
year will be a different story. Several
Hilltoppers, including former star
quarterback Brandon Doughty, will
have a chance to be drafted.
As someone who has grown up with
a watchful eye on sports at WKU, I
simply cannot remember a previous
NFL draft as important to fans of the
Hilltoppers or to the school as this one
is.
The intrigue begins, of course, with
Doughty: easily the best player in the
history of WKU football. He is the only
WKU athlete to receive any kind of
vote for the Heisman trophy; sportswriter Rick Bozich gave him a thirdplace vote in December 2015.
However, WKU’s potential this year
doesn’t end with Doughty. Former
tight end Tyler Higbee was projected
to go in the first half of the draft; however, after his recent run-in with the
law, it is unclear just how far Higbee
will fall — if he falls at all.
Meanwhile, the trio of former seniors
George Fant, Jared Dangerfield and
Prince Charles Iworah have made a
late surge as their draft stock has risen

SEE REECER'S PIECE PAGE B5
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Murray hits Toppers past Lipscomb
BY SAM PORTER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The WKU baseball team traveled
to Nashville Tuesday night to take on
Lipscomb University in a nonconference showdown.
Earlier this year, the Hilltoppers defeated the Bisons 6-0 at Nick Denes
Field. Thanks to a three-RBI performance by junior outfielder Paul Murray, the Toppers defeated the Bisons
once again by a score of 4-3. The win
marks the first win at Lipscomb since
2012 and the first sweep of the Bisons
since 2009.
“I’m proud of the way our guys responded today,” Head Coach John
Pawlowski said in a radio interview
after the game. “They did a really good
job. Even when we got behind, we
kept plugging, and it paid off.”
After junior pitcher Cody Coll and
Lipscomb’s Adam Stewart pitched a
scoreless first inning, Murray put the
Toppers on the board in the second.
The San Bruno, California, native
ripped an RBI single to bring home
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Junior outfielder Paul Murray (6) swings at a pitch during WKU's game against
Evansville on Tuesday, April 5, at Nick Denes Field. EBONY COX/HERALD
sophomore infielder Steven Kraft for
the game’s opening run.
Soon after, freshman shortstop Steven DiPuglia’s RBI groundout brought
home redshirt sophomore first baseman Harrison Scanlon to give the Hill-

toppers a 2-0 lead after two innings.
However, the Bisons responded
in the bottom of the third inning.
On Coll’s first pitch of the inning,

SEE BASEBALL PAGE B5
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